
Online Wills and the
Indian Landowner:

The search for options to address 
fractionation of title on allotments



ILTF Mission
Land within the original boundaries of every reservation and 

other areas of high significance where tribes retain aboriginal 
interest are in Indian ownership and management

www.iltf.org



Protect and enhance the civil legal rights of, and promote 
systemic change for, Montanans living in poverty.

MLSA Mission

www.mtlsa.org



The Need for Estate Planning

• Fractionation of Title



The Need for Estate Planning

• Dealing with an Intestate Probate
– AIPRA

– Extended Timeline

• Hardships and misunderstandings of AIPRA
– Judge’s Discretion

– Mandatory Processes and Rules
• Single Heir

• Joint Tenancy with Right of Survivorship



Will in a Box:
Another tool for landowners

• Not everyone is comfortable working with attorneys

• Many tribal citizens don’t have money for an attorney

• Landowners may not be familiar with the will-writing 
process 

• Pro Se = Do It Yourself
– Answer the questions privately

– Print a document that can be signed, witnessed and 
notarized



Will in a Box:
A resource for land professionals

• Provides an introduction to the will writing process 
and certain requirements

• Can be shared with landowners
• May also serve as an intake tool

– Landowner prepares necessary information and answers 
questions to the best of their abilities

– Document can be edited directly with the client/landowner





The Development Process
Questions, Issues and Topics

• Logic Tree
• Governing law

– State-barred attorney development/review

• How complex is Will in a Box
– Gift options  (i.e. Per capita, Per Stirpes, etc.)

– Life Estate gifts

• Burial Instructions
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The Development Process
(continued) 

• User Testing
– Internal and quality assurance

• Interview/Form flow

• Facts/Statutes

• Ensure that the questions connected and 

– End user feedback (20 +)
• User observations

• Attorney review
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How to use the Will in a Box
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Create an Account: Self-Helper
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Outline of the Will in a Box form 

• How the questions proceed
– State where you live and locations where you own land

– Disclaimer, Terms of Use and information needed to 
complete the interview

– Definitions/Legal terms

– Personal Information
• You

• Your family and friends

• Your tribe

– Who do you want to have your personal property



Outline of the Will in a Box form 

• How the questions proceed  (continued)
– Who do you want to have your non-trust real property

– Who do you want to have your Indian trust property

– Who should get your stuff in anything happens to your 
heirs

• End of interview and Download your Will



Completing Personal Info



Completing Personal Info



Completing Personal Info



Leaving Gifts



Leaving Gifts



Leaving Gifts



Indian Lands



What If



Oops, I forgot



And then you’re done



The Documents of Will in a Box:
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So what exactly do landowners get?
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• SAMPLE WILLS
– General characteristics
– Unique State-based characteristics

– Grandparent Testator – Minnesota
– Single, Never Married, No Kids – Oklahoma
– Remarried with Stepchildren – Montana



Next Steps for Will in a Box

• Increase number of covered jurisdictions
– South Dakota

– Arizona

– Five Tribes

– Complete Wisconsin

• Add section covering digital assets
– Facebook, Twitter, Amazon Prime, etc.



Online Will Writing Resources

• Will in a Box (on LawHelp Interactive)
– https://lawhelpinteractive.org/Interview/GenerateIn

terview/6538/engine 
• Will in a Box Demonstration Video

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDfI8ZTo9YA
• ILTF Estate Planning Checklist

– https://iltf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Estate-
Plan-Preparation-Checklist.pdf
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Questions?



151 E. County Rd. B2
Little Canada, MN 55117

(651) 766-8999
For more information visit us online at 

www.iltf.org
Or contact us at:  info@iltf.org

For more information visit MLSA at   
www.mtlsa.org 

Or contact us at:  triballaw@mtlsa.org
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