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Additional Training available – self-study - FREE

BLM Knowledge Resource Center (KRC)
Interpreting and Writing Land Descriptions

Module 1 - Introduction, History and Types
Module 2 - The PLSS
Module 3 - Metes and Bounds
Module 4 - Other Types of Land Descriptions
Module 5 - Non-compliant Descriptions of Land
Basic Boundary Law
Land Status Lesson 1
Land Status Lesson 2
Land Status Lesson 3

Search keywords: BLM KRC Cadastral

www.cfeds.org

https://player.vimeo.com/video/548882145
https://player.vimeo.com/video/548883100
https://www.ntc.blm.gov/krc/uploads/940/BLM_Module_2.htm
https://player.vimeo.com/video/548884477
https://player.vimeo.com/video/548885794
https://player.vimeo.com/video/548886595
https://player.vimeo.com/video/548886972
https://player.vimeo.com/video/548888111
https://player.vimeo.com/video/548888811
https://player.vimeo.com/video/548894076
http://www.cfeds.org/


Certified Federal Surveyor  (CFedS) 
www.cfeds.org
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CFedS is a training program that teaches private surveyors how 
to conduct survey work to Federal standards.  Certified Federal 
Surveyors are trained in:

Records 
Investigation, History 

of the PLSS, 
Administrative 

Procedures, Indian 
Land Law & Cultural 

Awareness

Federal Boundary 
Law and Title 
Examination

Survey Evidence 
Analysis

Restoration of Lost 
Corners

Water Boundaries

Subdivision of 
Sections

Federal Boundary 
Standards and 

Business Practices

http://www.cfeds.org/


Certified Federal Surveyor  (CFedS) 
www.cfeds.org
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You may be interested in working with a CFedS if you are:

Completing 
surveys on 

or near 
federal 
interest 
lands.

Want to 
ensure such 

surveys 
comply with 
regulations 

and policies.

Performing 
Fee to Trust 
transactions

Writing or
Reviewing 

Land 
Descriptions

http://www.cfeds.org/
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By the end of today’s lesson, you should 
be familiar with various types of Federal 

Land Status and Survey Records and how 
to access these important records

Lesson Objective

5



The GLO was created in 1812 to manage the rapid increase in 
land sales.  

Placed within the Treasury Department
Land was, as today, considered a value, and land sales generated 
funds for the government

In 1815 alone more than 1.5 million acres had been sold

In its height, the GLO managed more than 400 Land Offices to 
facilitate the disposal of Public Domain Lands

The General Land Office







Conceptualized as a “home department” early in the country’s 
history, in 1789.

The Department of the Interior was created March 3, 1849.

Created due to rising concern that many offices had little to do with 
the Department they were within: the GLO within the Treasury; the 
Indian Affairs office within the War Department; the Patent Office 
within the State Department

Department of the Interior



The GLO and the Grazing Service merged to 
create the Bureau of Land Management in 1946.

Largest Land Management Agency in the World
245 Million Surface Acres

700 Million Subsurface Acres

Bureau of Land Management
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● Eastern States – General Land Office is the custodian 
of over 9 million title documents. 
○ Including Patents, Survey Plats and Field Notes and Land Status 

Records

● Provides basic index for public land title research.
● Record of entries, leases, withdrawals and other 

actions affecting the disposal of the public domain.
● Record types most often used are: Tract Books

BLM Land Status Records of Eastern States
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BLM – EASTERN 
STATES OFFICE 

IS THE
LARGEST LAND 
OFFICE IN THE 

WORLD
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● Document ongoing state of a township’s Federal and 
private land regarding title, lease, rights and usage.

● Each BLM State Office is responsible for lands in 
their jurisdiction

● Not the Official documentation of title transfers or 
official records of Federal Surveys

● Record types most often used are: Master Title Plat, 
Use Plat, Historical Index, Control Document Index.

BLM Land Status Records of Western States

14
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● Tract Books
● Master Title Plats (MTP’s)
● Use Plats 

○ Oil & Gas Plats …. and others
● Historical Index (HI)
● Control Document Index (CDI)
● Cadastral Survey Records

BLM Land Status Records

15
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Index of lands patented by township and section 
Similar to Tract Book you would find in a County 
Registry of Deeds Office.

Tract books were used until the 1950’s.

www.glorecords.blm.gov

Tract Books
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http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
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Tract Book Record Items include:

 Description of tract: legal description
 Type of transaction: such as homestead, desert, forest entry

 Acreage of entry
 Name of purchasers, if a purchase, settlement or other action
 Number, receipt and certificate of purchase – number 

identifies the case file kept on the entry

 Patent information

Tract Books
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Tract 
books….                      

…a lot of them. 



Eastern PLSS States - Tract books                      



Tract Books



Tract Books
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A composite of the survey plats of a township 
on which is shown the ownership and land 
status. (BLM Glossary)

www.glorecords.blm.gov

for most states

Master Title Plat (MTP)
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http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
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Master Title Plats include notations for:

Agency jurisdiction

Current Federal ownership

Acquisitions, exchanges, and sales 
involving Federal lands

Federal ownership of the subsurface 
mineral estate

Indian reservations

national forests

Rights granted or permitted to 
private parties for commercial 
activities (such as power lines, 
pipelines, and communication sites)

Wildlife refuges

Private lands (identified with the 
original land patent number)

Rights reserved to the Federal 
government on private land

Master Title Plat (MTP)
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Master Title Plat (MTP)
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● Abbreviations – consult the help sheet

● Good info located at lowest extremity within the entry

● Status lines must close

● Line symbols and weights represent different status

● Make sure to always read the remarks column

● https://glorecords.blm.gov/reference/downloads/LSRabbreviations.pdf

MTP Tips & Tricks
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MT MTP example

https://glorecords.blm.gov/reference/downloads/LSRabbreviations.pdf
https://doimspp-my.sharepoint.com/personal/thuhta_blm_gov/Documents/Presentations/MARLS%202024/MTP_LSR_18334_Sheet_1.pdf


27

Master Title Plat (MTP)

27
MTP
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Use Plats are Master Title Plats that show the 
location and identification of oil, gas, and 
geothermal leases (issued by the BLM), and 
other fluid and solid mineral activities.

www.glorecords.blm.gov for most states

Use Plats
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http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
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In addition to containing the same information that is on the MTP, the Use 
Plat is used for specific uses that affect the status of land and resources. 

Some specific lease uses for which a separate Use Plat would be generated 
are:

Recreation & Public Purpose (R&PP) (Use Plat)       

Coal (COAL Plat)

Oil and Gas (OG Plat)

Sodium (SOD Plat)

… and others

Use Plats

29
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Use Plat

30

MT Use Plat
LSBL Use Plat

https://doimspp-my.sharepoint.com/personal/thuhta_blm_gov/Documents/Presentations/MARLS%202024/USE_LSR_875_Sheet_1.pdf
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Historical Indices are chronological narratives 
of all past and present actions which affect the 
use of, or title to, public lands and resources. 
Every township with a Master Title Plat will 
have a Historical Index.

www.glorecords.blm.gov for most states

Historical Index (HI)
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http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
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Ledger type document with notations that elaborate on 
the information shown on the MTP. Shows action taken, 
file/order number, date of action, and additional remarks.

Historical Index (HI)
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Historical Index (HI)
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HI

https://doimspp-my.sharepoint.com/personal/thuhta_blm_gov/Documents/Presentations/MARLS%202024/HI_Combined.pdf
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Copies of original patents and other documents, 
such as public laws, proclamations, and other 
orders. 

Records that document the availability of rights, 
title to or use of public land.

www.glorecords.blm.gov for most states

Control Document Index (CDI)
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http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/


Cash Certificate Patent & Swamp Land Patent

Federal Land Patents:
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Cadastral Survey Records
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Graphic representation, drawn to scale, depicting the 
actual survey as described in the official field notes. 
Illustrates lot sizes and locations, bearings/distances, and 
corners of all surveyed lines for rectangular, mineral, 
homestead surveys and other metes and bounds parcels.

Contains official acreage for land actions. 

www.glorecords.blm.gov for most states

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/


Dependent Resurvey & Subdivision of Sec. 21, 
T. 144 N., R. 31 W., Fifth Principal Meridian, MN 

Approved Oct. 16, 1875



Original Survey of Sec. 21, 
T. 144 N., R. 31 W., Fifth Principal Meridian, Minnesota 

Approved May 10, 1876



Dependent Resurvey & Subdivision of Sec. 21,
T.144 N., R. 31 W., Fifth Principal Meridian, MN 

Approved June 30, 1932



Dependent Resurvey & Subdivision of Sec. 21,
T. 144 N., R. 31 W., Fifth Principal Meridian, MN 

Approved June 30, 1932
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Plat

41

Plat



The narrative description of the 
survey

Bearings, distances

Names and oaths of crew

Survey Field notes

Mississippi Field Notes



Survey Field Notes
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Field Notes

44

Field 
Notes
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● Tract Books
● Master Title Plats (MTP’s)
● Use Plats 

○ Oil & Gas Plats …. and others
● Historical Index (HI)
● Control Document Index (CDI)
● Cadastral Survey Records

BLM Land Status Records

45



Questions
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I hop you now understand the various 
types of Federal Land Status and Survey 

Secords and how to access these 
important records

Lesson Objective

47



Thank you 
for your 
time and 
attention

4848
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