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Certified Federal Surveyor (CFedS)

www.cfeds.org

CFedS is a training program that teaches private surveyors how
to conduct survey work to Federal standards. Certified Federal
Surveyors are trained in:

Federal Boundary : Subdivision of
Records Law and Title Resto(r:aot;ggrgf Lost Sections

Investigation, History Examination
of the PLSS,
Administrative
Procedures, Indian
Land Law & Cultural Federal Boundary

Awareness Survey Evidence Water Boundaries Standards and
Analysis Business Practices



http://www.cfeds.org/

Certified Federal Surveyor (CFedS)

www.cfeds.org

You may be interested in working with a CFedS if you are:

Completing
surveys on
or near
federal
MEER
lands.

Want to
ensure such
surveys
comply with
regulations
and policies.

Writing or

Reviewing
Land
Descriptions

Performing
Fee to Trust
transactions


http://www.cfeds.org/

Lesson Objective

By the end of today’s lesson, you should
be familiar with various types of Federal
Land Status and Survey Records and how
to access these important records




The General Land Office

The GLO was created in 1812 to manage the rapid increase in
land sales.

Placed within the Treasury Department

Land was, as today, considered a value, and land sales generated
funds for the government

In 1815 alone more than 1.5 million acres had been sold

In its height, the GLO managed more than 400 Land Offices to
facilitate the disposal of Public Domain Lands










Department of the Interior

Conceptualized as a "home department” early in the country’s
history, in 1789.

The Department of the Interior was created March 3, 1849.

Created due to rising concern that many offices had little to do with
the Department they were within: the GLO within the Treasury; the
Indian Affairs office within the War Department; the Patent Office
within the State Department




U.5. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

The GLO and the Grazing Service merged to
create the Bureau of Land Management in 1946.
Largest Land Management Agency in the World

245 Million Surface Acres
700 Million Subsurface Acres
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BLM Land Status Records of Eastern States

. Eastern States — General Land Office is the custodian
of over 9 million title documents.

o Including Patents, Survey Plats and Field Notes and Land Status
Records

« Provides basic index for public land title research.

« Record of entries, leases, withdrawals and other
actions affecting the disposal of the public domain.

« Record types most often used are: Tract Books




BLM — EASTERN
STATES OFFICE
IS THE
LARGEST LAND
OFFICE IN THE
WORLD




BLM LLand Status Records of Western States

« Document ongoing state of a township’'s Federal and
private land regarding title, lease, rights and usage.

« Each BLM State Office is responsible for lands in
their jurisdiction

« Not the Official documentation of title transfers or
official records of Federal Surveys

« Record types most often used are: Master Title Plat,
Use Plat, Historical Index, Control Document Index.




BLM Land Status Records

Tract Books

Master Title Plats (MTP’s)

Use Plats

- Oil & Gas Plats .... and others
Historical Index (HI)
Control Document Index (CDI)
Cadastral Survey Records




Tract Books

Index of lands patented by township and section
Similar to Tract Book you would find in a County
Registry of Deeds Office.

Tract books were used until the 1950’s.



http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/

Tract Books

Tract Book Record Items include:
Description of tract: legal description
Type of transaction: such as homestead, desert, forest entry
Acreage of entry
Name of purchasers, if a purchase, settlement or other action

Number, receipt and certificate of purchase — number
identifies the case file kept on the entry

Patent information
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Tract Books
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Tract Books

o N Ranoe Mo
.. e:!n A[(} |
Y i o

‘ T
! Ik ”_ | '
‘ eyl . " b ¢ A . JLL i
14 o g WTep Wa L L," |.‘f J : { ik g :b (1] \"/:.' /
i i . ¥ § | - Ml

{ (11T
:“ll ‘.H




) / f
i ’ of ) // MG i1
\
i f
b f £ i Adt
- - 4 '
: |
A\ " s IR cn
atdf(,w*(m./\-{v'v’ et L[]
-l / ’
? 1
f L s ' 22 4 /~,
: & 5
/ f/: y v, 2.3, 7411
' ! Lt ssiofasl (Bssc, 0+ (572,
. 3 l’. L{W # f - 4 g
/

b ¥ bt von v g,
o ~

’ " "'l\"‘_"," Pk v




Master Title Plat (MTP)

A composite of the survey plats of a township
on which is shown the ownership and land
status. (BLM Glossary)

for most states



http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/

Master Title Plat (MTP)

Master Title Plats include notations for:;

Agency jurisdiction
Current Federal ownership

Acquisitions, exchanges, and sales
involving Federal lands

Federal ownership of the subsurface
mineral estate

Indian reservations

national forests

Rights granted or permitted to
private parties for commercial
activities (such as power lines,
pipelines, and communication sites)

Wildlife refuges

Private lands (identified with the
original land patent number)

Rights reserved to the Federal
government on private land




Master Title Plat (MTP
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MTP Tips & Tricks

Abbreviations — consult the

Good info located at lowest extremity within the entry
Status lines must close

Line symbols and weights represent different status

Make sure to always read the remarks column



https://glorecords.blm.gov/reference/downloads/LSRabbreviations.pdf
https://doimspp-my.sharepoint.com/personal/thuhta_blm_gov/Documents/Presentations/MARLS%202024/MTP_LSR_18334_Sheet_1.pdf
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Use Plats

Use Plats are Master Title Plats that show the
location and identification of oil, gas, and
geothermal leases (issued by the BLM), and
other fluid and solid mineral activities.

for most states



http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/

Use Plats

In addition to containing the same information that is on the MTP, the Use
Plat is used for specific uses that affect the status of land and resources.

Some specific lease uses for which a separate Use Plat would be generated
are:

Recreation & Public Purpose (R&PP) (Use Plat)
Coal (COAL Plat)

Oil and Gas (OG Plat)

Sodium (SOD Plat)

... and others
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https://doimspp-my.sharepoint.com/personal/thuhta_blm_gov/Documents/Presentations/MARLS%202024/USE_LSR_875_Sheet_1.pdf

Historical Index (HI)

Historical Indices are chronological narratives
of all past and present actions which affect the
use of, or title to, public lands and resources.
Every township with a Master Title Plat will
have a Historical Index.

for most states



http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/

Historical Index (HI)

Ledger type document with notations that elaborate on
the information shown on the MTP. Shows action taken,
file/order number, date of action, and additional remarks.

Page No. 1 of 13

TOWNSHIP 16 NORTH RANGE 20 EAST OF THE MOUNT DIABLO ME

SUBDIVISION Sarial b

NE & W ' W SE 4 Lota [ Other Description Acras Kind of Entry or Purpoas Oirdar

SECa] ME |NW [ SW | SE | NE |NW | SW | SE| NE [NW | S5W | SE | NE | NW [ 3W | SE | For orders effecting disposal or use of wnidentified lamds withdrawn for classification, minerals, water, andior other public purposes, and India
i g | |

Last Revized: 10/31/201%

ABLO MERIDIAN, NEVADA

Garial Number or
Order Number Action Dats Remarka
= purposes, and Indian freaties, refer to Misc. Document Index




Page No. 1 of 13 LastRevised: 10/31/2019

TOWNSHIP 16 NORTH RANGE 20 EAST OF THE MOUNT DIABLO MERIDIAN, NEVADA

SUBDIVISION | Serial Number or
| KE SE% Lots | (Other Description | Acres Kind of Entry or Purposs Order Number Action Date Remarks
SECa | NE |NW | NE | NWY | | ME | | NE | N ot orders effecling disposal or wse of unidentified lands withdrawn for classification, minerals, water, andior other public purposes, and Indian ireafies, refer to Misc. Document Index
18 Al
Title to State vested by Proc 10/31/1384, subj to prior rights, Rel Ratified Act of
36 Al 56 Act of Cong 03/21/1864 |Cong 6/16/1380
3 5% Lot 2 WY 15N 18E 4005 |SE Internal Improvements 7 0110611871
12 M5 38 2031 |ME Pat 215 051111871 |MC 61
18 12 13N 12E B7.88 |SS Intermal Improvements: 10 02/05/1872
Wz Lot 2 N %2 Lot 1
] NWYs, Lot 2 SWy 14N 18E 15813  |SS Internal Improvements 1 0B/26/1872
20 X X 12 13526 |CEPat 500 0B/301872
1 MS 39; 16N 21E B26 |ME Pat 516 0210611873 [MC 69
MS 40 734 |MEPat 1313 042211875 |MC 108
MS 41; 16N 21E B.26 |ME Pat 1314 0472211875 [MC 121
MS 43; 16N 21E 17.68  |ME Pat 1315 042211875 |MC 128
12 MS 48 1631 |ME Pat 1618 0172211876 | MC 143
i Al 366.36
17 Al 626.75
Lots 1, 2 5E%, 3, £ SW; 15N
19 X 18E 15272 |RRG Pat 24 1210511878
29 X 30N 3B8E 40.00  |SS Internal Improvements: 15 03071877
3 8000 |DLE CC30 05411877 |Canc 5/22/11684
30 X 4005 |DLE CC 169 01/0811878 |Canc 5/23/1884
28 X[X|X[X[X|X|X]|X
B XXX X XXX 64000 |DLE CC 216 07191878 |Canc 10/2311884
] X XX 12068 |DLE CC 292 02/06/1880 |Canc 5/22/1884
16 | X XX XXX XXX [X]X]|X
Grants State 2,000,000 A in liew of SG of 3/21/1864, except those lands disposed
3 )X X XX |X[X]|X]|X]|X]|X XX MActof Cong Ratifies SG Rel 0B/16/1830 |by State; See Report No 1 7/28/1830
12
13 ME 51, 126; 16N 21E 1791 |ME Pat 4742 0B/15/1881 |MC 225
31 X 14N 25E 40.00 |S5 Act of Cong 6/16/1660 1 051061832
12 MS 52 16.53  |ME Pat 6138 06/30/1882 |MC 235
2 XX 17N 21E B80.00 |58 Intermal Improvements: 17 10/16M1832
1 MES 83, 47; 16N 21E 1450 |ME Pat 9452 06/25/1884 |MC 128
20 X 40.00
30 X 15N 18E 4005 |SE Act of Cong 8/16/1880 [ 1002111887
4 Xfx|[x[x 162.01
3 X X 80.00
32 X 35N 42E 40.00 |SS Act of Cong BME/1880 3 0710111889
28 X 4000
29 X 40.00
33 X X XXX 9N 22E 20000 |55 Actof Cong E/16/1880 9 0B/08/1890
B | X|X|X|X X|X[X[X 32149
8 XX |X[X]|X]|X]|X]|X 32000
32 XX BN 2ZE 8000 |SS Actof Cong E/1E/1680 10 03/26/1891
8 | X|X]|X|X X|X[X[X 32000



https://doimspp-my.sharepoint.com/personal/thuhta_blm_gov/Documents/Presentations/MARLS%202024/HI_Combined.pdf

Control Document Index (CDI)

Copies of original patents and other documents,
such as public laws, proclamations, and other
orders.

Records that document the availability of rights,
title to or use of public land.

for most states &7



http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/

Federal Land Patents:

Cash Certificate Patent & Swamp Land Patent




Cadastral Survey Records

Graphic representation, drawn to scale, depicting the
actual survey as described in the official field notes.
lllustrates lot sizes and locations, bearings/distances, and
corners of all surveyed lines for rectangular, mineral,
homestead surveys and other metes and bounds parcels.

Contains official acreage for land actions.

for most states



http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/

Dependent Resurvey & Subdivision of Sec. 21,

T. 144 N., R. 31 W,, Fifth Principal Meridian, MN
Approved Oct. 16, 1875

248




Original Survey of Sec. 21,

T.144 N, R. 31 W., Fifth Principal Meridian, Minnesota
Approved May 10, 1876
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Dependent Resurvey & Subdivision of Sec. 21,

T.144 N., R, 31 W., Fifth Principal Meridian,MN
Approved June 30, 1932
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Dependent Resurvey & Subdivision of Sec. 21,
T 144 N., R. 31 W,, Fifth Principal Meridian,MN

Approved June 30, 1932
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OFFICIALLY FILED ORIGINAL

TOWNSHIP 17 SOUTH, RANGE 8 EAST, OF THE SAN BERNARDINO MERIDIAN, CALIFORNIA.
DEPENDENT RESURVEY AND METES-AND-BOUNDS SURVEY

118 5 FOURTH STANDARD PARALLEL SOUTH

TS i

A history of surveys is conlsined in the field

This plat represents the dependent resurvey
o portion ol the subdivisional lines
designed to restare the corners in their true
ariginal locations according to  the best
available  evidence, ond  the  metes—and
—bounda survey of s portion of & certain
boundary line ' wilhin secions 21 snd 22
5 San Bernardine Meridian
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Survey Field notes

The narrative description of the
survey

Bearings, distances

Names and oaths of crew
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BLM Land Status Records

Tract Books

Master Title Plats (MTP’s)

Use Plats

- Oil & Gas Plats .... and others
Historical Index (HI)
Control Document Index (CDI)
Cadastral Survey Records







Lesson Objective

| hop you now understand the various
types of Federal Land Status and Survey
Secords and how to access these
important records




Thank you
for your
time and
attention
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